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Downham Gets 





Navy I-A-O Men 
Training at Bainbridge 


Over 50 conscientious objectors willing to do non- 
combatant work have been drafted into the Navy since 
November as the Navy resorted to the draft to secure 
manpower. Regulations of the Bureau of Naval Person- 
nel require that all I-A-O men inducted into the Navy be 
assigned to noncombatant work in accordance with 
Executive Order No. 10028 issued in January, 1949. 
This order defined noncombatant work to include assign- 
ment to unarmed units, work in the medical department 
of the armed forces, or any other assignment, provided 
that the assignment is acceptable to the C.O. and does 
not require him to bear arms in combat or be trained 
in their use. The Navy has designated the Naval Train- 
ing Station at Bainbridge, Maryland as the training 
center for all I-A-O men drafted into the Navy. 


LeRoy Doty and Edgar Metzler of the National Ser- 
vice Board for Religious Objectors accompanied George 
Willoughby on this first visit by the C.O. service agencies 
to the training center. The chaplains and the officers 
working with the C.O.’s spoke warmly of the quality, 
ability, and industry of the C.0.’s. “They are good, clean, 
willing boys” was repeated several times during the visit. 


The C.O.’s are formed into a separate company and 
assigned their own barracks. While the average training 
company at Bainbridge consists of 100 men, the C.O. 
training companies have averaged 20 men. 


The Navy training program for C.O.’s begins with 
an eight week period of recruit training to indoctrinate 
the C.O. to Navy life, to teach him the rules to get along, 
how to comb his hair, brush his teeth, and not get into 
trouble. Lectures on citizenship, morals and other “char- 
acter building” subjects are given. Compulsory attend- 
ance at chapel is required the first four weeks of training. 


Following a two week “liberty” the C.O. begins a 
twelve week course in the Hospital Corps School where 
he receives instruction in anatomy, psychology, materia 
medica, chemistry, medical aspects of atomic warfare, and 
other such subjects to prepare him for the duties of a 
hospital corpsman. In many of their classes C.O.’s and 


(Continued on page 2) 


Three Years 





Judge Grants Probation to 
Work With AFSC in Mexico 





Richard Downham, young Quaker from Media, Pa., 
was given a three year suspended sentence and placed 
on probation to work with the American Friends Service 
Committee by Judge George A. Welsh in the U. S. Dis- 
trict Court in Philadelphia, March 26. Walter C. Long- 
streth was counsel for the defendant. 

Arrested on January 5, Downham was charged with 
failure to perform civilian work as ordered by Selective 
Service. He had refused to report to work in Harrisburg 
State Hospital last year. While Downham registered for 
the draft in 1949 and eventually was given a C.O. classi- 
fication, he later notified his draft board that he could 
no longer cooperate with conscription. His draft board 
then ordered him to civilian work and Downham refused. 

The defendant entered a plea of nolo contendre 
which was accepted by the court over the objection of 
the prosecuting attorney. 

The court afforded Downham opportunity to make 
a statement. The defendant told the court that he felt 
conscription was the “most flagrant denial of Christ and 
every decent, human instinct. The fact that the conscrip- 
tion act permits special treatment of a few rigidly defined 
religious objectors does not change the basic intent, func- 
tion, and purpose of the institution of military conscrip- 
tion. 

“I must stand in complete resistance to the drive 
towards militarism wherever it comes in contact with me, 
whether in this matter of conscription or in taxation for 
war preparation. It is therefore impossible for me to 
accept any position under military conscription regard- 
less of the exact nature of that assignment. For, however 
innocent or even socially useful that position might ap- 
pear, acceptance of a position under military conscription 
is acceptance of the principle of conscription, and is by 
no stretch of the imagination in any way resisting this 
violent institution.” 

Downham went on to state that “having a fundamen- 
tally socially useful vocation should not become merely 
a condition of alternative service under conscription, but 
should be a condition of socially useful life.” In response 
to a question from Judge Welsh, Downham added that 
he felt this was a continuing responsibility, not one just 
in time of crisis. He welcomed opportunity to do con- 
structive work, but not in the context of conscription. 

Dan Wilson, director of the Quaker educational 

(Continued on page 3) 
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German Objectors Recognized 


Recent changes in the draft law of West Germany 
include provisions for conscientious objectors. This is 
believed to be the first C.O. provision ever made a part 
of German law. Regulations now a part of the basic law 
governing Germany’s armed forces provide that conscien- 
tious objectors for “reasons of dictates of conscience” 
may only be drafted for alternative service for a period 
not to exceed that required for military service. Provi- 
sions are to be made for a possible alternative service 
which is to have no connection with the armed forces. 

Various religious and other groups in Germany 
working for peace have devoted considerable time and 
effort to this legislation. 


Noncombatants in Austria 


Austrian law, on the other hand, provides only for 
the objector to noncombatant service. The Austrian Mili- 
tary Service law of 1955 containéd no provisions for 
alternative service or complete exemption for those C.O.’s 
who cannot conscientiously participate in noncombatant 
work. The War Resisters International and its Austrian 
section endeavored to prevent the passage of this act, but 
succeeded only in having deleted a proposed requirement 
of two years membership in a pacifist organization to 
secure recognition as a C.O. 


J.W. Gets Limit 


Ronald Foust from Logansport, Ind., a member of 
Jehovah’s witnesses was fined $10,000 and sentenced to 
five years in prison, February 28, on the charge of fail- 
ing to report for civilian work as a conscientious objector. 
Judge W. Lynn Parkinson returned the verdict. 

This is the maximum penalty that can be given for 
any violation of the draft act. It is the most severe 
sentence yet meted out to any C.O. Last fall another fed- 
eral judge in Indiana sentenced three Amish C.O.’s to 
prison for five years and fined each of them $2,000. 





NAVY TRAINS |-A-O MEN 
‘(Continued from page 1) 


non-C.0.’s sit side by side. The training courses includes 
over 600 hours of instruction. 

Training in the use or care of arms is not required 
of the C.0.’s. This was confirmed by C.O.’s in the train- 
ing program; one of whom said that the word “gun” is 
never supposed to be mentioned around them. In other 
respects the training course is the same given to other 
Navy draftees. A C.O. who fails to qualify for the Hospi- 
tal Corps School is assigned to other noncombatant duty. 

The C.O.’s at Bainbridge represent several different 
religious bodies. About one-half are Seventh-day Adven- 
tists, a few Methodists, Baptists, some Mennonites, one 
Friend, and a member of the Coptic Church. The chap- 
lains reported that a very high percentage of all trainees 
attend religious services of their church regularly. It 
was further reported that most of the C.O.’s attend the 
Seventh-day Adventist services held in a chapel on the 
base. 

The new training company for C.O.’s just being 
organized is expected to be the last unless the Navy issues 
another call for draftees. 


Political Objector Wins 
on Procedural Error 


Donald G. Thomas was acquitted in Milwaukee, on 
March 19 by Judge K. P. Grubb of the charge of refus- 
ing to submit to induction into the armed forces. Anna 
Mae Davis of Madison, Wisconsin, was the defense 
attorney. 

After registering in 1948 Thomas filed the special 
form for conscientious objectors with his local board. He 
made no claim to being a religious objector, but stated 
that his conscientious objection to war was based upon 
political grounds. He was classified I-A-O (available for 
noncombatant duty with the military) and later given a 
student deferment. In 1952 he was reclassified I-A (avail- 
able for induction into the military). The appeal board 
upheld the I-A classification. 

Late in 1953 Thomas was again before the appeal 
board which then requested the Justice Department to 
conduct the special inquiry and hearing for C.O.’s as 
provided for in the draft law. The Justice Department 
returned the file to the appeal board claiming it had no 
jurisdiction to conduct an F.B.I. inquiry and a special 
hearing since Thomas was obviously not entitled to a 
C.O. classification. The appeal board classified Thomas 
I-A and in January, 1954 he was ordered by his local 
board to report for induction. 

The court rejected the government’s argument that 
a C.O. who does not believe in a Supreme Betng, and 
does not belong to a religious group but bases his claim 
upon political or philosophical grounds is not entitled to 
a C.O. classification and has no right to a special inquiry 
and hearing. 

The court held that the special inquiry and hearing 
was mandatory upon the Justice Department which could 
not refuse jurisdiction on the ground that Thomas was 
not a C.O. since this was the very point the inquiry and 
hearing was designed to establish. 

“Where the law is clear and mandatory in requiring 
a procedure for the benefit of the registrant, it must be 
followed,” said Judge Grubb. “If Congress had intended 
that discretion should rest with the Department of Justice 
to refuse a hearing, it could have employed different 
language .. .” 

Following along the lines of the Vern Davidson deci- 
sion in the Ninth Circuit last year, the court conceded 
discretionary power to the Justice Department to reject 
substantially similar claims for C.Q. classification after 
one full inquiry and hearing had been accorded. 

Acquittal of the charge leaves Thomas free of any 
further draft liability since present Selective Service regu- 
lations virtually exempt men who have reached their 


26th birthday. 





C.O.’s KEEP OUT 


Applicants ineligible for enlistment in the 
Air Force Reserve include those “who are un- 
willing to bear arms or to give full unqualified 
military service to the United States . . .” The 
regulations permit no waiver of this ineligibility. 
(Air Force Enlisted Reserve Regulations, Part 
864.14r) 
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Briefly Noted 


Samuel Shelton of Philadelphia was released on 
parole from Danbury on January 24. He served ten 
months and ten days of a thirty month sentence for re- 
fusal to accept civilian work. Shelton is a member of the 
General Assembly of the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ 
of the Apostolic Faith with headquarters in Philadelphia. 
Several other young members of this church have taken 


the C.O. stand. 


* * * 


Bradford Lyttle, from Chicago, who was released 
from Springfield Medical Center March, 1955 on good 
time, recently sailed from New York on a two year trip 
through Europe and Asia. He will make a study of peace 
movement in the many countries he visits. 


* * * 


We are pleased to publish Lyle Tatum’s new home 
address. Letters can be addressed to him at Willardshire 
Road, East Aurora, New York. Telephone East Aurora 
1652J1. 


* * * 


The prize winning TV script, “The General’s Other 
Son,” the story of a three-star general who discovered 
that his son was a conscientious objector will not be pro- 
duced because “we have so many scripts like it.” The 
script was one of 19 prize winning scripts sponsored by 
the Fund for the Republic dealing with civil liberties and 
racial and religious prejudice. 


* * * 


The Cleveland Press recently carried a story report- 
ing that pacifists are recruiting young Clevelanders. “A 
contest for the consciences of young men is going on in 
this city. On the one side are the recruiters of our mili- 
tary service, bolstered by the draft. On the other are 
pacifists who are trying to create conscientious objectors.” 

The article is a report by the Cleveland Press mili- 
tary editor on the Cleveland Fellowship of Reconciliation 
mailing of “You Can Be Drafted for War, or You Can 
Volunteer for Peace” to high school seniors. The writer 
is friendly in reporting the story and concludes that it is 
strictly legal to recruit C.O.’s. 


* * e 


There are 2,678 C.O.’s currently engaged in the I-W 
civilian work program for C.O.’s. Over one-half of those 
whose religious affiliation is known are Mennonites. The 
Church of the Brethren furnished the next largest group 
following by the Society of Friends. Sixty-one religious 
groups are represented. 


* * * 


While we would readily welcome Abbe’ Pierre into 
the ranks of the pacifists, we confess to error in the March 
issue of NEWS NOTES when we referred to Pierre as a 
famous French pacifist. He is most sympathetic to the 
plight of the French C.O. and is performing yeoman ser- 
vice in arousing French public opinion in favor of a more 
liberal treatment of C.O.’s. 


Forbes Released 


John Forbes was released on parole from the prison 
medical center in Springfield, Missouri on March 8. 
Forbes was sentenced in March, 1954 to three years in 
prison by Judge John P. Barnes of the U. S. District 
Court in Chicago for refusal to register. 

Forbes, a veteran of 21 months army service in 
World War II became a pacifist and would not have been 
liable for service under the 1948 draft act if he had reg- 
istered as required by the law. The prosecution of Forbes 
marked a departure from the policy of the Department 
of Justice not to prosecute veterans. Forbes’ case re- 
ceived wide publicity across the country and abroad 
because of his refusal to cooperate with the court officials. 





New Pacifist Novel 


(THEY SHALL NOT HURT NOR DESTROY, by Mary 
Hostetler Murray, Vantage Press, 1955, $3.50.) 

The story revolves around the thoughts of a pacifist 
wife and mother who lives through two world wars suf- 
fering the loss of her husband and the anguish of loved 
ones torn away from home by war. The theme is devel- 
oped around annual Christmas gatherings of an Ameri- 
can family. As you follow year by year from 1919 to 
1946, you catch fleeting glimpses of Beth’s and Bill’s fami- 
ly as it lives through the postwar years of World War I, 
the depression decade, and the turbulent disorder of the 
1940’s. You will also be exposed to rambling discussions 
on the causes of war, international banking, vegetarian- 
ism, Esperanto, universal religion, and pacifism, to name 
just a few. I found it hard going at times. 

It is when the author lays aside these many subjects 
and speaks out of a deeply felt conviction on the immor- 
ality of war that the novel has brief moving moments. 
Beth lives then as one struggling to find a faith that 
makes sense. Beth’s conviction that the only way to deal 
with war and violence is to refuse to participate in it is 
almost lost in the jungle of related ideas so often asso- 
ciated with pacifism. 

This will not be a best seller. But as a story of one 
woman’s life-long wrestling with the problem of war and 
its implications upon man’s finer self, it merits attention. 





DOWNHAM SENTENCED 

(Continued from page 1) 

center at Pendle Hill, Wallingford, Pa., testified as char- 
acter witness for Richard Downham. Judge Welsh stated 
that a study of the pre-sentence investigation convinced 
him Downham was acting from deep religious motives 
and not with the overzealousness of youth. 

In passing sentence Judge Welsh stated that he be- 
lieved God and humanity were best served by placing 
the defendant on probation to do humanitarian and con- 
structive work in Mexico. After fixing the term of pro- 
bation at five years Judge Welsh asked Walter Long- 
streth, counsel for the defendant, if he thought this was 
too high. Upon reply that this was more than had been 
expected, Judge Welsh reduced the sentence to three years. 

Richard Downham will leave in the near future for 
Mexico to begin his appointment with the Friends Service 
Committee. He expects to use his carpentry and con- 
struction skills assisting in the village development pro- 
grams under the direction of the AFSC. 
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THE COURT REPORTER 


I PROSECUTIONS 
Acquittal 
3-19-56 Donald G. Thomas (Milwaukee, Wisc.) 
Judge K. P. Grubb 
Sentences since last issue 
3-26-56 Richard T. Downham, three years on 
probation (Philadelphia), Judge George 
A. Welsh 
Il RELEASED FROM PRISON 
On Parole 
3-8-56 John Forbes 
Ili MEN CURRENTLY IMPRISONED 
Federal Detention Headquarters, New York City— 
John Bendik 
Mill Point, W. Va.—Enos Yoder, Levi Lehman, 
Abraham Bontrager 
Springfield, Mo.—Clarence Bryan 
Tallahassee, Fla—Thomas Tamblyn 
Tucson, Ariz—Vern Davidson 
Total number of C.O.’s convicted since 1948 to 
date: 306. (This is a minimum number, since 
J.W.’s and Muslims are not included, and we miss 
a few.) 





Amish Trial Postponed 


The trial of Clemens L. Borntreger, an Amish C.O. 
from Iowa, scheduled for January 19, was postponed two 
days before. A new date was not set. 

Borntreger, formerly from Buchanan County, Iowa, 


was charged with refusal to report to an Evanston, Illinois 
hospital to perform civilian work as a conscientious ob- 
jector in lieu of military service. 

Amish leaders were endeavoring to arrange a meet- 
ing with local and national selective service officials to 
discuss the possibility of Amish C.O.’s being assigned to 
work on farms in states neighboring Iowa. Plans for 
such a meeting scheduled for early February were scrap- 
ped indefinitely according to Les Brame of the Buchanan 
County local board. 

The Amish assert that it is against their religious 
belief to have their boys working in cities. The local se- 
lective service board claims that the matter of working in 
cities is not a religious belief, but a moral belief, and 
therefore, not to be taken into consideration by selective 
service. 


Objects to R.O.T.C. 


Barry Carr was suspended Monday, March 26, from 
the University of Maryland for refusal to continue 
R.O.T.C. classes. Carr had completed three semesters of 
R.O.T.C. training before becoming convinced on religious 
grounds that he could no longer participate without vio- 
lating his conscience. Requests for release from further 
training were refused by the University. Carr ceased to 
attend the class and was suspended. 


Dr. Wilson H. Elkins, President of Maryland Uni- 
versity, in a recent conference with Barry Carr and his 
attorney, Marlin Dawson of Baltimore, stated that 
R.O.T.C. did not violate Carr’s religious freedom in that 
it did not commit him to military service. 

Dr. Elkins also indicated that it would not be fair 
to grant exemption to religious objectors without grant- 
ing exemptions to all objectors. He implied that this 
would make the R.O.T.C. program a voluntary one in 
effect! 

On March 27, Carr was reinstated in the University 
after agreeing to attend R.O.T.C. classes “under strong 
protest, and against the dictates” of his conscience. Carr 
hopes that his willingness to cooperate will lead the Re- 
gents to make provision for exemption of C.O.’s from 
R.O.T.C. training. 

Of draft age, Barry Carr has requested a C.O. classi- 
fication from his local board. He is majoring in agri- 
cultural education and the University of Maryland is the 
only institution in the state offering the course. 





The Friends Peace Committee of Philadelphia 
is looking for a young Quaker conscientious ob- 
jector about twenty-five years of age to head 
up its expanding youth work. The program will 
center around pre-draft age youth and empha- 
size the Friends peace testimony. Desirable 
qualifications include dedication to the peace 
testimony, ability to present ideas, ability to 
counsel young people on draft problems. 
Further information can be secured from George 
Hardin, Executive Secretary of the Friends Peace 
Committee, 1520 Race Street, Philadelphia 2. 
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